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II.— NAMES OF STINGING, GNAWING, AND RENDING 

ANIMALS. 

Part I. 

Did the IE. mother-tongue utter certain vocables which 
henceforth became the sacrosanct names of various objects and 
phenomena? Such at least seems to be the childishly naive 
theory that underlies the attempts of many etymologists to 
combine synonymous words wherever their ingenuity can devise 
a way. No one advocates this theory, it is true. But what 
other possible reason can there be for making such preposter- 
ous combinations as are found under Lat. anguis, formica, lens 
'nit,' pulex, talpa, etc? 

As to the ultimate origin of the words here discussed I am 
not concerned. But it is a fact, and not a theory, that wher- 
ever a word standing for the name of anything can really be 
explained, it will be found to be a descriptive term. As long 
as a word has the same meaning in all languages it remains 
unexplained except in its phonetic changes. But any word as 
such is explained if its meaning is transparent or is made clear. 
For example, the word crook, used of a dishonest person, is self- 
explanatory and needs no further elucidation. But hand, foot, 
horse, fish, hear are not explained until we know the antecedent 
descriptive term. 

It is just because the names of various objects in nature: 
trees, plants, animals, minerals, were primarily descriptive 
terms that we find so many words for the same object. For the 
idea is the real word, not the particular vocable that may be 
used at any time or place to express it. Our search should 
therefore be for this underlying idea. 

In the following article I have considered mainly insects, 
worms, and larger animals that are described as stinging, biting, 
boring, gnawing, rending. Transparent compounds like stech- 
fliege, gadfly are omitted, as also are words for bee, wasp, hor- 
net not described as ' stingers/ 

1. Skt. alih, all ' bee ' : tra ' awl,' OHG. ala ' Ahle, Pfriem,' 
alansa id., ON. air 'awl': air 'eel' (named from its shape), 
OE. eel, OHG. al ' eel.' Fick III 4 , 26. 
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2. Gr. SiXXlOa ■ <r<f>rJKK, r) Zfiov op.oi.ov p^Xuro^g lies. : fltkovrj 
' arrow-head, point, needle : a kind of fish/ Lith. gelonis ' sting 
(of a bee or wasp),' gelti ' sting, smart.' J. Schmidt KZ. 32, 
323. 

3. NPers. eng- 'bee' (Horn 124): OE. anga 'prickle, 
sting, goad,' angel ' fish-hook,' ON. ange ' Spitze, Zacke,' NIcel. 
angi ' small twig, sprout,' OHG. ango, angul ' Stachel, Spitze, 
Fischangel/ NHG. Alem. angel ' Bienenstachel,' angelmuk 
' Stachelmiicke,' base *enegh- in Gr. eyx os ' spear, lance,' ?yx«Avs 
' eel,' Lat. anguilla id., angulus ' corner, point,' Skt. dghnyah 
(cornutus) 'steer,' dghnya 'cow': ahgrih 'foot,' Lat. unguis, 
ungula, Gr. 8w£ 'nail, claw,' Ir. inga 'nail,' OHG. nagal id., 
etc. Compare *eng- in Skt. dgram 'point, tip, peak,' ahgulih 
' digitus, finger, toe,' etc. 

4. Gr. avOprjvrj, avOprjSwv ' a wild bee ' and rtvOprjvrj, T€vOprjBu>v 

' wasp ' are supposed to be derivatives of a base *dhren- ' hum, 
drone ' in 0p<!>va£ • ia^njv, OE. Aran ' drone,' OS. drano, OHG. 
treno id., etc. This is, of course, possible. For the bee is some- 
times designated as ' the hummer, buzzer,' as in Gr. irep^pprjSwv 
'a kind of wasp/ Skt. lambharah 'bee': bhrdmati 'whirl, 
whir/ bhramarah 'bee/ OHG. Iremo 'gadfly/ breman 'buzz, 
grumble/ etc. But av6pr$u>v may be referred to d%> ' beard or 
spike of corn, ear ; point or barb of a weapon/ avOipii ' beard on 
grain, ear; stalk.' Similarly rcvQprjhmv may be derived from 
rivOio, tcV8<o 'gnaw, nibble/ Lat. tondeo. 

5. Gr. e/wns ' mosquito, gnat/ OHG. imbi ' swarm of bees/ 
*empios, a collective noun, root *emp- 'stick, thrust.' Com- 
pare Germ, imp- perhaps from *impp-, in OE. impa ' shoot, 
graft/ impian 'graft; refl. be engaged in/ OHG. impfon 
' impfen, pfropfen/ impiton, impfiton id. 

6. Gr. 8ap8a • piXuraa Hes. is compared by Berneker I, 254 
with Bulg. durdoru 'plaudere, schwatze; murre, brumme/ etc., 
which is quite possible. But it may equally well be referred to 
Czech drdati 'rupfen, abrupfen/ drdy 'Eeissen'; OE. teart 
'sharp, severe' (pain), NE. tart 'sharp to the taste; sharp, 
cutting' (language), dial, teart 'painful': Gr. Se'pw, etc. 

7. OHG. bla, Man, Uni 'Biene/ OE. beo (*Mwan-) 'bee/ 
etc.; Ir. bech (*bhiqo-) 'bee/ OBulg. bicela id.; Lith. bitts 
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' bee ' : root *bhev- *bhi- ' cut, bite ' in OBulg. biti ' schlagen/ 
iter, u-bivati, u-bijati, It. benim (*bhina,mi) ' schneide, sehlage/ 
OHG. bihal 'Beil' (*bhiqlo- ibicela), OBulg. bill 'Geissel/ 
OE. bill 'sword' (*bhitlo- or *bhilno-), bile 'bill, beak/ bltan 
'bite/ bitel 'beetle/ 

8. But Lat. fucus ' drone/ Euss. bucenl ' bumblebee, Hum- 
mel/ OBulg. bucela 'bee': Euss. bucdt' 'buzz, hum (of bees)' 
are semantically entirely different. Perhaps here belongs OB. 
beaw 'gadfly/ Germ. *bauwa- from *bhouqVo-. 

9. Lat. apis 'bee' may be an Oscan or TJmbrian loanword 
from an original *aku,is ' sharp, stinging ' : Lat. aqui- ' sharp, 
pointed ' in aquifolius ' having pointed leaves : ilex, holly/ acus 
' needle ; a kind of fish.' 

Or apis ' bee ' and apex ' point, tip ' may come from a base 
*api- ' sharp point, tip/ which may be in OE. efete ' newt/ pre- 
Germ. *apidon (or *dbh-, obh-) . With *ap-, op- ' sharp, 
pointed ' compare *ab- in Lat. abies ' fir/ Gr. a/?u» • iXdrrjv, ol 8c 
ireuKifv ~E.es. (cf. Walde 2 , 4), to which add Gr. a^ew *«x" s Hes. 

10. Lat. crabro 'hornet' from *krsro, Lith. szirszu, 
szirszlys ' wasp/ szirszone ' hornet/ OBulg. srlsa ' wasp/ srlsenl 
' hornet, gadfly/ Du. horzel ' hornet/ OE. hymet, OHG. hornaz 
id., etc., base * hens- ' point, sting ' ; Skt. girah ' Spitze, Kopf / 
with which compare girisah (thorn) 'acacia sirissa/ Gr. ice'pas 
' horn/ Ktpdcm)-; ' horned : a horned serpent ; an insect which 
destroys figs/ etc. Cf. Walde 2 , 197 with lit. 

11. Gr. otffc, Dor. o-Qai 'wasp/ o-^«ds 'wasp-like/ a<fyqKo<a 
'bind in (like a wasp)/ a^Ktlov 'a venomous spider/ a^Ktas, 
o-^Kto-Kos ' a pointed stick or stake.' These indicate a Gr. base 
<t4>o.k-, probably IE. *sphaq-, denoting something sharp or 
pointed, and fall in line with many other IE. bases *sphax-, 
sphex-, sphix- with similar meaning. 

12. Serb.-ChSl. capi 'bee'; Bulg. capvam 'picke/ Slov. 
capati ' schnappen/ Czech capati ' schnipsen, ergreifen/ Serb.- 
Cr. capati ' an sich reissen/ capak ' Klaue, Kralle/ Lett, h'epa 
' Tatze, Barentatze/ Tc'ept ' mit den Klauen anpacken, haften/ 
h'epet ' schropfen/ Tcapat ' hacken, hauen/ refl. ' sich umher- 
reissen, sich zanken; sich abmiihen, abarbeiten/ Lith. Tcapoti 
'kleinhauen, -packen/ kepsztereti 'einmal leicht zuhauen oder 
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zuschlagen,' OBulg. Jcopije 'Lanze, Schwert/ Euss. kopljo 
' Lanze, Spiess/ Gr. kotttw ' strike, hit, cut, chop, cut small, 
hack; peck, strike with the beak, perforate (of birds), eat (of 
insects) ; tire, weary,' /corn's 'chopper, cleaver, curved knife; the 
sting of a scorpion/ Kairno ' snap at, eat greedily/ Lat. capio, 
cepi ' seize, take/ Goth, hafts ' behaf tet mit/ haftjan ' sich 
heften' (but not hafjan 'heben'), MDu. happen 'apprehen- 
dere, arripere, corripere, celeriter rapere, prendere, capere' 
(Kil.), EFris. happen ' schnappen, beissen, essen/ etc. (cf. Kool- 
man Ostfr. Wb. s. v.), Hess, hale 'Granne; Fischgrate/ hebe, 
hiebe ' Granne ; Dorn.' 

13. OE. wcefs, wmsp ' wasp/ OHG. wafsa, wefsa, Lat. vespa, 
OPruss. vobse id., Lith. vapsa ' gadfly/ IE. *uopsa, Lith. vabalas 
' Kafer, beetle/ root *ueb- ' cut, stick ' : Goth, wepn ' weapon/ 
OE. wcepen id., etc. Compare *uep- in Skt. vapati 'schert, 
grast ab.' 

14. Skt. sucihah 'a stinging insect': suet 'needle, sharp 
point'; sudmuhhah 'a kind of bird or insect': suclmukham 
' needlepoint.' 

15. Skt. sardgh-, saragha, sarat ' bee ' may be derived from 
a root *sere 'sharp' in the following: Skt. srnih 'sickle/ 
srnih ' elephant-goad/ Lat. sario ' hoe/ serra ' saw/ sarpo, sar- 
pio 'trim, prune/ Gr. apirq 'sickle; elephant-goad; a bird of 
prey/ OBulg. srupu, Lett, sirpe 'sickle/ OHG. sarf, sarpf 
'scharf, rauh, acer, asper, scaber, acerbus, austerus, severus, 
wild, grausam, saevus, dims' (cf. Schade Ahd. Wb. 744; 
Walde 2 , 679). Compare also Dor. /Ws, Att. pa<f>(<: (*srpid-) 
' needle, pin/ pairrm ' stitch, stitch together, sew : link together, 
unite; devise, contrive, plot.' Here also probably Lat. sero 
join or bind together, interweave, plait; arrange, contrive, pri- 
marily ' stitch, stitch together.' 

To the same root may belong Lith. sre'da ' Spahn ' ; srohlys 
'die Pinne oder Nadel an der Schnalle/ Skt. srJcdh 'lance/ 
srahtih ' point, corner ' ; Lith. sragus (scharf) ' grimmig, grau- 
sam/ Coth. saurga (acerbitas) ' Sorge, Kummer/ OHG. sorga, 
sworga id. (with w from swarl ' Schwere, Gewicht; Schmerz, 
Kummer'), Lat. fragrare (*srghra- or *srdghra- 'sharpness, 
pungency') 'smell; reek' (but not fragum 'strawberry'), Gr. 
pdx& (*sraghis) 'spine, backbone, back, ridge of a mountain; 
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sharp projection on the shoulder-blade/ peso's, Ion. pi?x° s 
' thorn-bush, briar ; thorn-stick ; thorn-hedge ; wild-olive tree ' : 
Skt. sardgh- ' bee.' For this combination of meanings compare 
Lat. mordere 'bite; nip, sting (of cold or heat) ; sting, grieve,' 
NE. smart, NHG. schmerzen, Lett, smirdet 'riechen; stinken,' 
etc. (cf. author Pub. MLA. XIV [1899] 330; Fick IIP, 527). 

16. Skt. dacah ' bite : gadfly,' ddgati ' bite,' Gr. Sdicvw ' bite, 
sting, esp. of dogs and gnats,' Saxos ' bite, sting : an animal of 
which the bite or sting is dangerous, a snake, any noxious ani- 
mal, esp. a beast of prey,' SaKerov ' a stinging, poisonous animal.' 

17. Skt. maksah 'fly,' mdksika 'fly, bee,' Av. maxsi- 'fly, 
gnat ' ; Skt. makulih ' a kind of snake,' makarah ' a sea-monster ; 
a certain insect,' make-rukah 'a parasitic worm' (for -rukah 
see No. 50), ChSl. mecika 'Bar, Barin': OBulg. meet 'sword'; 
Gr. [idneWa, luuceXr) ' spade, mattock ' ; Goth, mekeis ' sword,' 
Lat. macto 'cut, slay.' 

18. Skt. maedkah ' stinging fly, gnat,' Lith. maszalai ' gnats 
or flies; vermin': Buss, mosolif 'torment, tease, plagen, 
zudringlich anbetteln' (Uhlenbeck Ai. Wb. 219), Lith. maszoti 
' (ein Kind) zergen.' 

19. Skt. yuka, yukah ' louse ' : OHG. jucchen, MHG. jucken, 
jiicken, OE. gyecan ' itch,' etc. : Skt. yavasdh, yevasah (*je-jw-) 
' ein schadliches kleines Tier.' 

20. Gr. /ivla ' fly, stinging fly, gadfly, carrion-fly,' ixvwxj; ' gad- 
fly; spur, goad; stimulant,' iuxottiZw ' spur, prick with the spur,' 
Lat. musca ' fly,' OBulg. muoha id., musica ' gnat,' Swed. dial. 
mausa id. (*musa) ; ON. my 'gnat' (*muja-) ; OE. mycg 
'midge,' OS. muggia 'gnat,' OHG. mucka 'Miicke, Fliege' 
(*mugjo-) etc. These are supposed to come from a root *mu- 
' murmur, mumble.' It is altogether more probable that the 
underlying meaning is 'sharp point, sting.' Compare this 
meaning in Lat. murex (*musaks) 'the purple-fish,' evidently 
named from its projecting spines, as evidenced by the other 
meanings of the word : ' a pointed rock or stone ; a spike of iron ; 
a caltrop with sharp points in every direction; a sharp bridle- 
bit.' This is certainly closely related to Gr. pvaifr ' gadfly ; spur, 
goad.' Similarly ON. my 'gnat' may be referred to ma 
(*mawen) 'wear away, scrape off'; and OHG. mucka 'Miicke,' 
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etc. to Gr. d/uWa> 'tear, scratch, esp. of any slight surface 
wound : prick as a thorn, sting as a fly,' d/MucwAcu ■ 01 <iki8« t5>v 
/JeAwv irapa to d/tiw«v Hes., Lat. mucro ' a sharp point or edge, 
sword.' Gr. fiv<aij/, like Kwvmf, Kopvaij/, etc. would properly mean 
' sharp-mouth,' just as o^u'o-to^os is used of the gad-fly. 

21. Gr. Sam-ai ' blood-sucking insects ' : oaTmjs ' eater, gnaw- 
er,' Sewn-*) 'tear, rend, devour.' Cf. No. 177. 

22. Gr. kevt/hVjjs 'a kind of beetle or wasp; a prickly kind 
of shark,' Kevrplfa ' prick, goad,' KevrpU, /cevrpov ' prickle, sting, 
goad,' Kcvrtio 'prick, goad, wound,' etc., with which compare 
Corn, contronem 'cimex,' Bret, controunenn 'ver de viande,' 
Welsh cynrhonyn 'termes, lendix.' 

23. Gr. Kwvmtj/ 'gnat': k<Svos 'cone,' Skt. ganah 'hone,' gi- 
gati ' sharpen.' Given doubtfully in Prellwitz 2 , 255 ; disre- 
garded by Boisacq. Cf. No. 30. 

24. Gr. Kopis ' bed-bug ' : Ktipia ' cut, consume ' (Liden Arm. 
St. 83) : Kopvof ' a kind of locust,' KopvumSts • i«iywms Hes. : Skt. 
Tclrnah ' wounded,' krrt&ti ' wound, kill,' ChSl. hrimu ' maimed,' 
LKuss. hornaty ' stechen, schlagen, hauen.' Cf. Berneker I, 669. 

25. Att. irdpvotp, Boeot., Lesb. mpvoxj/ 'a kind of locust; a 

wasp,' irapvoi// • d/cpi'Sos elSos, ot 8e /teAiWas ayp'w.% Suid. : irepovri 

'anything pointed for piercing or pinning,' mpovdta 'pierce, 
pin,' welpa 'pierce.' 

26. Lett, lapsene ' Erdbiene, Wespe ' : Lat. lapit ' dolore af- 
ficit,' Czech lopot 'Kummer, Sorge,' lapotati 'sich abqualen,' 
Gr. \iw<o 'peel.' 

27. OE. loppe ' flea,' loppestre ' lobster ; locust,' Swed. loppa 
'flea': EFris. lubben 'schinden, schadigen; verschneiden,' 
MDu., MLG. lubben 'castrate'; Norw. dial, loypa 'abrinden' 
laupa intr. 'peel off,' pre-Germ. base *leup-, -b- 'strip, peel,' 
Lett, lubit ' spleissen,' Euss. lubu ' Borke, Bast,' etc. ; Lett, lupt, 
Lith. liipti ' abhauten, schalen,' Euss. lupit' ' schalen, abscMlen,' 
Czech loupiti ' schalen, abrinden, abhauten ; rauben, pliindern ' : 
LEuss. lupiz ' Eichelmaus, garden squirrel,' Skt. lopagah ' jack- 
al, fox,' etc. Cf. No. 160. 

28. Ir. dergnat 'flea': OE. dreccan 'trouble, annoy, tor- 
ment,' ChSl. raz-drazati 'reizen/ Skt. draghate 'plagt, qualt.' 
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Or compare OE. tergan ' irritate, annoy/ Bulg. drugnu se ' reibe 
mich, jucke mich, werde kratzig/ LRuss. derhaty ' raufen, hech- 
eln/ etc. 

29. Lat. culex ' gnat/ Olr. cuil ' culex/ Welsh cylion-en 
' culex, musca ' ; Skt. cula-h, -m, cula ' spear, dart, spit ; sting- 
ing pain/ etc. Liden, Arm. St. 78 ff. 

30. Lat. cimex 'bedbug': OHG. heimo 'Heimchen/ OE. 
Kama 'cricket/ base *klm-, hdim- 'sharp, pointed': ON. hein 
' hone/ OE. han ' stone, rock/ Av. saenis ' Spitze, Wipfel/ Skt. 
cicati, gydti ' whet, sharpen.' Cf. Nos. 23, 62, 110. 

31. Lat. pulex ' flea ' : Lith. piduti ' cut, bite/ piuklas ' saw/ 
Lat. pavlre, putare, etc. 

32. Gr. ^v'AAo, xjmWos 'flea/ *psul- *bhsul-, Pol. pchla 
(*psul-) 'flea/ ChSl. blucha, Lith. blusa id. (*bhlus-) Afghan 

vraza id. (Iran. *brusa). Cf. Boisacq 1078 with lit. 

These words represent the base *bhsul- and, by metathesis, 
*bhlus- or vice versa. Or they may be two distinct groups of 
words that have been crossed. The base *bhsul- may be de- 
rived from *bhsu- 'rub, irritate' in Gr. if/aw 'touch, handle/ 
from *bhese-, -a- in Skt. bdbhasti ' crush, devour/ bhasalah 
' bee/ psati ' consume/ Gr. tyty ' gall-insect ; an insect injurious 
to the vine/ tyfjv 'rub away, wipe/ ijiaipw 'graze, touch/ \pwpa 
' itch, scab/ in late writers also ' a moth/ ^(ix<o ' rub to pieces, 
grind/ \jnjxw 'rub down, curry/ \jia6vp6s 'friable, crumbling/ 
vd8pa£ 'louse' (No. 76), etc. 

33. ChSl. blucha etc. may be from an original *bhlusa 'a 
biting, irritating insect/ from a base *bhleu- : *bhUi- : *bhele- : 
OHG. bliuwan 'beat/ Goth, bliggwan Sipeiv, ftacnryow, Kara- 
KOTTrtiv; Serb, bluzna 'scar/ WhEuss. bluzna 'a flaw in weav- 
ing/ Lett, blaugfna, pi. blaufnas 'scab, scurf; the outer coat 
of grain, bran'; Aeol. Ion. <£Ai/3a> 'crush, press' (*bhliguo), 
Lat. fligo ' strike/ Lett, blaifit ' quetschen, schmettern, schlag- 
en/ Euss. bliznd ' flaw in weaving/ LEuss. blyznd ' scar, wound/ 
Czech, Pol. blizna 'scar/ etc. (cf. Berneker EW. 61); ON. 
blaha, blahra ' flap, beat/ Lat. flagrum ' scourge/ Ir. blog ' piece, 
fragment.' 

34. Alb. ptest (*pleust-) 'flea/ Arm. lu id., Skt. plusih 'a 
noxious insect' (cf. Brugmann Grdr. P, 510): Icel. flosa 
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' scale/ flos ' shag, nap/ flosna ' become frayed, ravel out/ flysja 
' cut in slices ; peel or scale off/ OE. fleos, flies ' fleece/ MHG. 
vlies, vlius id., root *pleu- pele-u- 'strip, peel off'; OBulg. 
plevq, pleti ' jaten/ Euss. plevd, plena ' Hautchen, film/ Lith. 
pleve, plen'e id., OBulg. pleva ' Spreu, chaff/ Skt. palavah 
' chaff, hull/ etc. 

35. ON. flo 'flea/ OE. pah, OHG. floh, etc., Germ, stem 
*flauha-, pre-Germ. *plou-ho- or -qo- : Lith. plauszai ' thin inner 
bark, bast/ pluszai ' Bastfasern/ pluszis, pliuszls ' Schilf, 
Schnittgras/ pliuszutis ' sich abfasern, ravel out ' ; Lith. plaukal 
'hairs/ Lett, plauhi ' snowflakes, what falls from the comb in 
weaving, dust/ plaukas 'flocks, fibers, tow; hulls/ pluzu, plukt 
' pfliicken, raufen, zupfen, schleissen, pluck, pull ' : OHG. floccho 
'Plocke/ etc. (cf. Persson Beitr. 8061). 

36. From the same base come also OE. fleoge 'fly/ OHG. 
ftioga id., etc. ; ON. fluga ' fly ; moth/ hunangsfluga ' bee.' 

37. Lith. sparva ' Bremse, gadfly/ Lett, sparwa, sparws id., 
spares, spari 'gadflies': Lat. sparus, sparum 'short hunting- 
spear/ ON. sparr, spQrr, spjgr 'spear/ OHG. sper id., sporo 
' spur/ etc. 

38. Lett. Jcnausis 'eine kleine Stechfliege ' : Icnust, Jcnut 
' jiicken/ Gr. kwi ' scratch, touch gently/ wipta ' a scratching.' 

39. Lat. pedis 'louse/ root *tuei- in Gr. oijs 'moth/ etc. 
No. 55. 

40. Lat. ricinus ' a sheep- or dog-louse, tick ; a thorny plant, 
called also cici and croton': Gr. ipd™ 'bruise, tear, pierce/ 
Skt. rigdti 'rupft, reisst ab, weidet.' 

41. OE., ON., OHG. Ms 'louse/ etc. is an old consonant 
stem *l1ls-, with which compare Kelt. *loves- in OWelsh letir 
eseticc ' von Lausen zerfressen, wurmstichig/ Welsh lleuen ' pe- 
diculus/ Corn, lowen, lewen-H ' cinomia' (mwpio), Bret, louen 
'pou' (Pick IP, 256) : Skt. luntiti ' cut off/ lavah ' cutting off; 
particle, bit/ lavah ' cutting off, plucking/ lavahah ' cutter.' 

42. Av. spis 'louse/ Pehl. spis, spus, NPers. supus, uspus, 
Afghan spaza id. etc. (Horn 705) : perhaps root *spei- in Lat. 
spina, splca, pinna, etc. 
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43. LEuss. bloscyca 'bedbug/ Lett, blakys, Lith. Make id. 
(Berneker EW. 62), base *bhloq-, 'scratch, peel off, tease': 
Lith. blaka ' eine Stelle in der Leinwand (od. sonst im Gewebe), 
wo ein Faden gerissen ist/ 'flaw in weaving/ MHG. blahe 
'grobes Leintuch/ ON", blceja 'coarse cloth/ early Dan. blaa 
' tow, oakum/ root *bhel- in Gr. <£eAA«5s ' rough, stony ground/ 
<£eAAos ' the cork-tree, cork-bark/ <j>o\U ' scale of reptiles ; a spot, 
^iXovt's • <£oAw, A«ns Hes., <£AoVos <f>\6fios ' mullen, feltwort ' 
(named from its rough wooly leaves), <j>XoiA<s 'rind, peel, bark/ 
<f>\oi£w ' strip off the rind, peel/ <£Aaa> ' crush, bruise/ OB. bleed 
' blade, leaf/ OHG. Mat ' Blatt/ etc. 

Or Balto-Slav. *blaJc-, *bloh- may come from *mloq-: Lat. 
mulceo ' stroke/ mulcare ' maltreat/ root *mel- ' rub, grind/ Lat. 
molo, Goth, malan ' grind/ malo ' moth/ malwjan ' crush/ ON. 
mqlr (*malu-) 'mite/ OHG. miliwa 'Milbe/ Skt. malu-ka- 'a 
kind of worm/ Arm. rnluhn ' bedbug, cimex.' Cf . Liden Arm. 
St. 821 

Or Lett, blakts 'bedbug/ etc., Lat. blatta (*blacta) 'moth' 
(cf. Walde 2 s. v.) may be from a base *bleq-: OB. plicgan 
' scrape/ plega ' quick movement ; game, athletic sport ; fight- 
ing, applause/ plegan, plagian 'play, frolic; play (harp); ap- 
plaud; strive (for)/ MDu. pleien 'play, dance/ LG. plegel 
'flail/ EFris. plakke 'blow, whack/ Norw. pligg, plugg 'plug, 
peg/ MLG. plugge, plucke id., MHG., NHG. pflock, ON. plogr, 
OE. plog ' plow/ etc. 

44. Lat. insectum ' insect.' According to Pliny 11, 1, 1 : 
" Jure omnia insecta appellata ab incisuris, quae nunc cervicum 
loco, nunc pectorum, atque alvi, praecincta separant membra, 
tenui modo fistula cohaerentia." Properly or improperly, in- 
sects are not so named, and this is probably no exception. In- 
sectum probably meant ' cutting into/ not ' cut into.' 

45. MHG. NHG. schabe 'cockroach; moth/ OE. mcel-sceafa 
'caterpillar': OE. sceafa, OHG. scaba 'shave, plane, Schab- 
eisen/ scaban ' shave, scrape/ etc. 

46. OE. ceafor 'cockchafer, beetle/ OLG. kevera, OHG. 
chevar(o) 'Kafer/ etc.: cheva 'hull, husk/ MDu. kaf 'chaff/ 
OE. ceaf id., OBulg. zobati ' fressen.' Pranck 2 , 304. 

47. OE. bitel 'beetle/ Dan. bille id.: OE. bitela 'biting/ 
bitan ' bite.' 
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48. OE. wicga (*wegjan-) 'beetle/ Skt. vdgha 'ein best. 
schadlicb.es Tier/ *uegvh- ' cut, be sharp ' : OE. wecg ' wedge/ 
ON. veggr id., OHG. wecJci ' Keil, Week/ Lith. vdgis ' Zapfen, 
Pnock/ Gr. 6(j>vU ■ tWw, aporpov Hes., OHG. waganso ' plow- 
share/ Lat. vomer id. 

49. OBulg. crivi <tk<oA»?£, o-fc, LBuss. cerv, 'worm/ Czech 
cerv 'worm, maggot/ cervec 'plant-bug': Euss. dial, cirvu 
' sickle/ cervaku ' saw/ Lith. kifvis ' ax/ Skt. cdrvati ' zermalmt, 
zerkaut' (cf. Berneker Et. Wb. 1721). 

50. Lat. eruca ' caterpillar, cankerworm ' : runcare ' pull out, 
pluck, weed/ Gr. 6pvoo-u> ' dig, dig through/ Lett, rule It ' wiihl- 
en, schiiren, scharren' (cf. Walde 2 , 259.). 

51. MDu. rupe, ruppe, rupse ' Raupe/ MLG. rupe id., OHG. 
rupa, ruppa from LG., NHG. raupe, dial, roppe, ruppe: Germ. 
*rup(p)-, rupp-, rub- etc. in ON. riufa 'break, make a hole/ 
MDu. roppen, ruppen, 'pluck at, tear off; eat greedily/ MLG. 
roppen 'rupfen, zupfen/ MHG. ropfen, rupfen, Pol. rypac 
' scindere, friare/ rupic ' bite/ Lat. rumpo, etc. (cf. Franck Et. 
Wb. 2 , 565). Or cf. No. 98. 

52. MHG. rappe ' Eaupe, eruca/ rappen ' abraupen ' : rappe, 
rapfe ' Kratze, Eaude/ EFris., Du. rafel ' raveling/ NE. ravel, 
Gr. ipeirropai ' eat, feed on.' 

53. NFris. ryp 'caterpillar, eruca/ Du. dial, rijp, rips(e), 
risp(e) id.: OE. rlpan, ripian 'reap/ Norw. dial, rlpa 'scratch, 
streak/ ripa 'strip off/ early NE. ripple 'scratch or break 
slightly, graze/ ME. ripelen, NE. ripple 'clean flax of seeds/ 
MLG. repen, repelen id., OHG. riffila ' saw/ MHG. rifel ' ras- 
trum/ NHG. riffeln, ON. rispa ' scratch.' 

54. Gr. reprjSwv ' wood-worm ; caries/ whence TtprjSovL&crOai. 
' be worm-eaten, esp. of wood ; of bones, be carious ' : repiw ' bore 
through, pierce'; Lith. trande 'Made, Holzwurm/ trendeti 
'von Motten, Wurmern zerfressen werden/ Skt. trnatti, tar- 
dayati ' spaltet, durchbohrt/ Lat. tarmes, termes ' borer, wood- 
worm' (*trmit-, termit-) : Gr. rpa/us • to rpijpji t^s ISpas, nvh 
evrepov (*tr°mi-), ropjxos 'any hole or socket, in which a pin or 
peg is stuck/ ON. \armr, OHG. darm 'Darm/ etc. (*tormo-). 
All from the root Here- ' bore/ but formed independently. 
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55. Gr. o-rjs 'tinea, moth, book- worm,' *tuei-: o-Lvojim 'tear 
away, devour,' ctiVis 'destroyer' (Boisacq) ; or *kie-, Skt. gydti 
' whet.' Cf . No. 62. 

56. Gr. al\<j>rj 'grub, beetle; book-worm,' *tuil-bha: Lat. 
pilus ' hair,' * tuilos ' anything pulled off,' pilare ' rub bare ; 
plunder, pillage,' from *iui- in Gr. aivo/Mu, OE. \wlnan 'be worn 
away, dwindle,' \>witan ' cut, shave off,' etc. 

57. Gr. Tik<t>t) 'beetle; book- worm' may be identical with 
the above. Or compare ti\\<o 'pluck, pull, tear, shred; vex, 
annoy ' ; riXai ' anything pulled to pieces ; flocks, motes floating 
in the air,' ti'Xos ' anything shredded, flock, down, fine hair,' 
Skt. tilah 'particle, grain, sesame,' OBulg. tllja 'moth,' tiliti 
' corrumpere,' tileti ' corrumpi ' ; Una ' lutum ' : Lat. tinea 
'moth.' 

58. Gr. ii, Iko? ' a worm or grub that destroys the vine- 
buds ' : Lat. ico ' strike, hit, stab, sting,' Gr. Urea ■ aKomov, 
cukAoi • at ywiai tov /Je'Aous, OPruss. aysmis ' spear,' Lith. eszmas 
'Bratspiess, spit' (cf. Walde 2 , 374 with lit.). 

59. Gr. ii/f, Z7ros ' a worm that eats wood and vine-buds ' is 
according to Boisacq the same as ?£ influenced by the following 
words. Prellwitz 2 s. v. compares ittto/mm, which after all may be 
correct. Compare OHG. wibil ' Art Kafer, Kornwurm,' OE. 
wifel 'beetle, weevil/ sceamwifel, -wibha 'beetle, Mistkafer'; 
wifel, wifer ' arrow, dart,' Skt. vipathah ' eine Art Pf eil ' : Lat. 
vipera 'viper.' 

60. Gr. Opixp ' worm, esp. a wood-worm ' : perhaps Goth. 
dreiban ' drive ' (Meringer IF. 18, 235) ; or Sloven, dripati 
' zerreissen/ Bulg. dripav ' zerrissen, zerlumpt,' etc., which, 
however, may have IE. d. Or the original form may be 
*dhrlqV- ; OBulg. drlholl ' £vkov, Kniittel, Stange, Spiess,' Lith. 
drykti ' sich lang herabhangend Ziehen,' driM ' ein Faden oder 
eine Partie Faden, welche beim Weben in den Kamm nicht ein- 
gezogen wie eine Locke gewickelt herabhangen,' drekti ' Halme 
od. Faden lang streuen,' reft. ' sich f allend lang hinziehen,' drai- 
Tcas ' langgestreckt, von Baumen, schlank,' etc. (cf . Berneker Et. 
Wb. 223, 232.) The underlying meaning here is draw out, 
make thin, whence anything long, thin, pointed; fiber, thread, 
stalk, hair, etc. Compare *dhrigh- in Gr. 6pi£ 'hair, wool, 
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bristle, feather/ Opioaa ' a kind of fish/ taxi's, rpixiai ' a kind of 
anchovy.' 

61. Gr. Kvii/f 'a small kind of ant, which gnaws figs; an 
insect living in wood/ owty id., also ' a stingy person, i. e. 
pincher ' : kv~ut6$, ctkvIv6<s ' stingy, niggardly/ envi-im) ' pinch, 
nip; be niggardly.' 

62. Gr. kU ' wood-worm, weevil, moth': Skt. excite, gydti 
'sharpen, whet' (Boisacq 459 with lit.) : Lat. clmex, etc. Cf. 
Nos. 23, 30, 110. 

63. Goth, malo 'moth/ ON. mglr id., ChSl. moll <njs, 'Motte, 
Schabe/ Skt. maluka-h ' kind of worm ' : Lat. molo, Goth, malan 
' grind.' 

64. Lith. hande ' moth, esp. its larva ' : kandu ' bite.' 

In many instances words for louse, moth (i. e. its larva), 
mite, maggot, gnat, nit, etc., while derived from words for cut, 
scrape, rub, grind, crumble mean not 'scraper, gnawer' but 
' scrapings, bit, particle/ often with the idea of rottenness, filth. 
The following may be so classified, and probably several of those 
given above. 

65. Gr. Ka P ■ <p6dp Hes., Kapvos ■ <f>Mp H., Lat. carius 'ti- 
nea': caries 'rottenness, decay/ Skt. crnati 'break in pieces, 
crush/ ciryaU 'be crushed, crumble.' Here also may belong 
Gr. axapi 'mite, maggot/ aKapuuo';, a/capfe ' short, small, tiny/ 
ai<apes ' bit, morsel.' 

66. OE. mo\\e 'moth/ ON", motte, MHG. motte id.: ON. 
moS 'scraping, shred/ ma 'scrape off' (cf. Fick III 4 , 326). 
Cf. No. 20. 

67. Goth. OE. majpa 'worm, maggot/ OS. matho, OHG. 
mado, ON. mafthr id.: Gr. fwrov, /toros 'shredded linen, lint/ 
Lat. meto ' cut off, pluck off, reap, mow crop.' 

68. OE. mite 'small insect, mite/ NE. mite 'an acarid; a 
small particle, bit; a small coin/ MDu., MLG. mite id., OHG. 
mlza ' gnat ' : Goth, maitan ' cut.' 

69. OHG. milwa, NHG. milbe ' mite/ MLG. mele id., Germ, 
stem *melwjo- ' mealy, dustlike ' ; OHG. OS. melo ' meal, flour/ 
stem melwa-, MHG. milwen 'grind to dust or meal.' 
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70. Serb.-Cr. gr'izica, grizlica, griznica ' Motte ' : gnz ' halb- 
verdautes Futter im Magen des Ochsen; Sagespane, Slov. grlz, 
griza ' Beissen, Bissen/ etc. Cf . No. 116. 

71. Serb.-Cr. krpelj ' Art Zeeke, Filzlaus/ Slov. krpelj id. : 
krupa ' Gerstengraupe/ Serb.-Cr. krupa ' Hagel, Graupen/ 
OBulg. krupa, krupica ' ^i\lov, Brocken, Kriimchen.' Berneker 
Et. Wb. I, 631. 

72. Serb.-Cr. krsijelj ' Art Filzlaus/ Slov. krselj id. : kfsiti 
' brechen, verderben/ ChSl. krusiti ' zerstiickeln, zerbrechen/ 
krucha ' Brocken, Kriimchen/ etc. Id. ibid. 

73. Lett, skuteles ' Schaflause : mit Uhgezief er gefiillter 
Schelfen ' : skust ' scrape, shave,' Lith. skutii, skiisti id., skuta 
' dust,' skutas, skidut'e ' small piece, flap,' Gr. ukotI^u • airapdrrei 
Hes. Cf. No. 95. 

74. Gr. tj/d>pa ' itch, scurvy, scab : moth,' i/wpos ' itchy, scab- 
by, mangy,' etc. 

75. Gr. <rep<po<s ' a kind of gnat,' O7jp<£os • BrjpiBiov piKpov, oirolov 

ifnrU Hes.: trvp<poi, avpfaTos 'sweepings, refuse, litter, quis- 
quiliae/ avppa id. : avpw ' drag along, sweep away,' aalpm ' sweep, 
clean,' o-apos ' broom ; litter, refuse.' 

76. Gr. adBpai • <p8etp Hes. : o-aflpos ' rotten, decayed,' tj/aBvpos 
'friable, crumbling'; rprjv 'rub, wear away,' Skt. psiti 'eat, 
chew,' Mbhasti ' chew, crush.' Fick, BB. 26, 114. 

77. Gr. <t>6tl P 'louse, tick; a sea-fish that sticks on other 
fishes ; small fruit of a kind of pine ' : <p6eipm ' corrupt, spoil,' 
Skt. kmrati 'flow.' Prellwitz, Boisacq. 

78. Skt. trotakah ' a poisonous insect ' : trotayati ' break to 
pieces,' trutdti ' break, fall apart.' Uhlenbeck Ai. Wb. 118. 

79. Gr. SopKai • KovlSes Hes. : Lith. darkus ' garstig, hasslich, 
schandlich/ darky ti 'schimpfen; verunstalten,' defkti 'garstig 
machen, mit Unflat besudeln,' MHG. zilrch, zurch ' Kot,' zurch- 
en, zurgen, zilrcken ' den Kot von sich lassen, misten ' ; Euss. 
d'erka 'Zerren, Zupfen, Kratzen/ drat' 'reissen, zerreissen/ 
dr'anl ' Lumpenzeug, Kehricht, Schmutz,' OBulg. dirati ' reissen, 
schinden,' Gr. 8£po> ' skin, flay,' hapros ' flayed,' OB. tord (offal, 
filth) ' dung/ *drtom, teter ' ring-worm/ Skt. dadruh ' leprosy, 
scab/ darduh id., Lat. derhiosus ' scabby, grindig.' 
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80. OBulg. gadu ' vermin ; noxious animal,' gadinu ' filthy,' 
Euss. gadu ' loathsome person,' gddit' ' defile,' Pol. gad ' reptile, 
vermin, lice,' gadzina ' serpent, viper,' OHG. quat ' Kot, 
Schmutz,' NHG. Tirol, hot ' ekelhaftes Tier,' Mter ' allerhand 
TTngeziefer' (ef. Berneker I, 289). 

81. OE. gncett, NE. gnat 'a small fly, midge/ LG-. gnatte 
id. : Swed. dial, gnatt ' Staubchen, Atom,' MHG. gnatz ' Sehorf, 
Grind; Knauserei,' ON. gnat ' clash,' IE. a x , 107. 

82. MLG. gnitte 'eine Art kleiner Miicken,' EFris. gnid, 
gnit ' allerlei kleines Zeug ; kleines Fliegengeschmeiss, Sommer- 
miicken/ Swed. gnet ' Niss/ Jutl. gnit ' Stiickchen ; Miieke/ 
Norw. dial, gnit ' Niss,' gnita ' abgebrochenes Stiickchen,' 
Pol. gnida 'Niss,' Euss. gnida, Czech hnida etc., Lett, gnide 
' scharf e, schabige, schmutzige Haut,' MLG. gnist ' Eaude,' 
MHG. gnist ' fest auf der Kopfhaut sitzender Schmutz, Grind,' 
Tirol, gneist 'klein geschnittenes oder geschabtes Zeug,' OE. 
gnldan ' rub, pulverize,' pret. gndd and -gna%, IE. base *ghneit-, 
ghneid-iTora.*ghnei-;QT.-xyiu-xl>aK<x£ei, 6pvrra (0pwra), OBulg. 
gniti ' faulen,' gnilu ' faul,' gnojl Koirpla, Euss. gnoit' ' eitern 
lassen; diingen,' etc., Norw. dial, gniha 'reiben, streichen, 
driicken; geizig sein,' gniken 'knauserig/ and many others. 
Cf. Persson Beitr. 94 f. 

83. Euss. gnusu ' Geschmeiss, Ungeziefer, kleine kriechende 
Tiere,' gnusnyj ' widerlich, garstig, schmutzig,' OBulg. gnuslnu 
' ekelhaf t,' gnusati s§ ' sich ekeln,' Serb, gnus ' Schmutz, Mist ; 
Ekel,' Bulg. gnus 'Ekel/ gnusen 'schmutzig; ekelhaf t,' etc.: 
Gr. XVO-™ ' scrape, gnaw off, nibble,' x^im, ' a piece cut off ; 
dainty, tit-bit,' xmupos ' dainty,' xy°°s ' scrapings ; scum, foam ; 
down; flocks; dust of chaff,' OSwed. gnoa, gnugga 'reiben/ ON. 
gnua ' rub, crush,' Norw. dial, gnura ' reiben, driicken,' gnaura 
'scheuern, etc. (cf. IE. a', 107). 

84. Swed. dial, hnott (ON. *hnottr) 'kleine Miicke, kleiner 
Gegenstand ' : ON. hnqttr ' Kugel, Ball,' Norw. hnott ' kurzer 
und dicker Korper, Knorren ' ; ON. hnofta ' kneten,' OE. cnedan 
' knead/ OBulg. gnetg, gnesti ' driicken/ u-gnetati ' avvOXipuv.' 

85. OE. hnitu 'nit, louse's egg/ OHG. niz 'Niss/ etc.: 
Gr. Kvi& ' scrape, grate, xw'o-jtia ' what is scraped off ' : kv<£«>, kvcu'u> 
' scrape/ Lett, hnischi ' Staubmiicken.' 
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86. Gr. Kovk (8) ' nit, egg of the louse, flea, bug/ even if 
related to the above, was probably derived independently from 
the same root. Compare rather k6vi%, kovLo. ' dust, powder, 
ashes/ Lat. cinis. 

87. Ir. sned ' lens, nit/ Welsh nedd id., IE. *snida, and per- 
haps also Alb. Oetit ' nit/ which may go back to the same form : 
root *snei- ' snip ' in OHG. snldan ' schneiden/ OE. snwd 
' piece, morsel/ snid ' slice, cut/ MHG. snitzen ' schnitzen ' ; 
Nbrw. snipa ' snap/ snlpa ' a snippy person ; a niggard/ snipen 
' stingy ; sharpcornered/ Swed. snipig ' spitz, spitzig/ ON. 
snipell ' tip/ Du. snippen ' zerstiickeln/ NE. snip, etc. 

88. Skt. likhya-h, liksti ' nit, louse-egg/ NPers. risk, Afghan 
rica id., Bel. risk 'lice/ Osset. liskd 'nits' (cf. Horn Np. Et. 
618) : Skt. likhdti 'ritzt, reisst auf.' This may have IE. I con- 
fused with a synonymous word with r. Compare Gr. Actx^v 
'lichen, \j/bipa, scabies; ring- worm, rash, scurvy, tetter, scab/ 
Lat. de-lictus ' verruelatus, wart-covered/ 

89. Lat. lens, lendis ' nit ' may be combined with Lith. lendu 
' creep, crawl ' (IP. 18, 24) providing the primary meaning was 
' vermin.' Eor meaning compare Slov. lazica ' louse/ Czech 
lazuka ' reptile/ LEuss. laiuka ' snake ' : Euss. Idza ' crawler/ 
Slov. Idziti 'creep, crawl/ etc. (cf. Berneker Et. Wb. I, 697). 
But the primary meaning here as in other words for nit was 
probably ' bit, particle.' Perhaps related to the following. 

90. Lith. glinda 'nit': *ghle(n)d-, ghole(n)d- 'scrape, 
rub ' in Lith. galdndu, galasti ' whet/ Slov. glodati ' scrape/ 
Euss.-ChSl. glodati rpmyav, hairavav, Euss. gloddt' 'gnaw/ ON"., 
Nlcel. glata ' destroy, ruin ; lose/ refl. ' be lost, perish/ Norw. 
dial, glata 'lose; remove a part, diminish; intr. diminish/ Gr. 
■^XoSrj • IkAwis Kai fmXaKux Hes. 

A number of words for bug, beetle, etc. mean primarily 
' chunk, bunch ' or ' peg, pin ' in reference to their shape. 

91. Swed. bobla ' Totenkafer/ dial, odbo ' a short thick bug; 
a short thickset person/ NHG., Als. buppe ' Gebund Hanf oder 
Tabak, Biischel Werg, Fruchtzapfen der Kiefer/ boppe ' Knauel 
Hanf/ boppi ' Mops, dicker Hund/ etc. 

92. Gr. Kporwv ' dog-louse, tick ; the thorn-bearing castor- 

3 
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berry': Kporwvr) 'an excrescence, knot on a tree, esp. on the 
olive.' Prellwitz 2 , 246. 

93. Gr. airov8v\7), <r<f>ov8v\ri ' a kind of beetle' is plainly- 
named in reference to its shape : o-nwSvAos, <r<p6v8v\os ' any round 
body: the round weight which balances and twirls a spindle, 
any round stone, pebble ; vertebra ; whorl of a plant ' (cf . Boi- 
sacq 900). 

94. Gr. KavOapo* 'a kind of beetle; a sort of drinking-cup ; 
a sea-fish,' Kav$apU ' a kind of beetle, the Spanish fly ; a beetle 
hurtful to corn ; a kind of fish ' : KavOvXr) ' swelling, dvoi'Sijo-is.' 

95. Gr. aKVTaXrj ' a thick stick, cudgel; roller, windlass: a 
serpent,' oicvrakU id., a finger-joint; a kind of crab; a kind of 
caterpillar,' tncvraXov 'club; neck,' okvtt) 'head,' Lett, skausts 
'Keil, Kreuz, Nacken eines Tieres.' 

96. Icel. Heggi 'cleg, horse-fly; small cock of hay; lump, 
lot, portion,' Germ. *klaijan- 'clod, clump, lump, anything 
sticking together ' : OE. clwg ' clay/ MLG. klei ' the rich soil of 
the marsh lands,' Du. klei 'muck, clay.' 

97. OE. ator-coppe (poison-bunch) 'spider'; copp 'sum- 
mit,' cuppe 'cup,' OS. coppod 'cristatus,' MHG. kopf 'cup, 
bowl, head ' ; Icel. kubbi, kubbr ' stump, stub,' Norw. dial, kubbe 
' block, stub,' NE. cob ' a roundish lump : a nut, kernel, pellet 
of food, a haycock, corn-cob ; a young herring ; a bullhead, gud- 
geon ; the common clam ; cub, whelp,' Icel. kobbi ' young seal,' 
LG. kobbe 'spider.' 

98. OHG. ruppa, rupa 'caterpillar,' NHG. raupe, dial. 
ruppe, roppe, ' caterpillar,' MDu. rupe, rtiupe, rupse, MLG. 
rape id., Germ. *rupp-, rubb- ' a piece torn off, a rough piece, 
fragment, chunk, stub,' etc.: MHG. rupe, ruppe, OHG. rupba 
' Quabbe, Aalraupe,' OBulg. ryba ' fish ' ; Du. rob, EEris. rubbe 
'seal,' Norw. rubb 'rope-end, stub or fragment of anything,' 
rubba 'rub, scrub; scale fish,' EFris. rubben 'rub, scratch, 
scrape,' NE. rub, etc. (cf. Franck Et. Wb 2 . 552). Cf. No. 51. 

99. Gr. pd£ (-■/-) 'a berry, esp. a grape; finger-tip; a small 
venomous spider ' may or may not be remotely related to Lat. 
racemus. The supposition that these words are pre-IE. is based 
on the theory that the words that exist must for the most part 
have come down from a hoary antiquity. But there is no more 
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reason here than in thousands of other cases to make this as- 
sumption. The comparison of pd£ with Lat. fragum ' straw- 
berry/ Skt. sraj- 'wreath, garland' is far more scientific, in 
spite of its uncertainty. For it adequately explains the under- 
lying meaning ('a winding together: wreath; bunch, ball; 
berry; spider'), and does no violence to the phonetic form. 

The comparison is, of course, uncertain because of the various 
phonetic possibilities of pa£ and fragum. For the former may 
represent *rag, *srag, or *urdg-; and the latter *srago-, 
*bhrago- (cf. my explanation for frdgum, Mod. Phil. XI, 
327), *dhrago- or *mrago-. To add to the uncertainty of 
fragum, -ran may come from r. But fragum : fragrare is a 
comparison for which I can find no parallel elsewhere. 

100. Lett, spradfis 'ground flea, flea-beetle' is referred by 
Persson Beitr. 869 to Lett, spirgs 'frisch, munter, gesund,' 
spridfigs ' rasch, munter,' etc., the primary meaning being 
' springer, hopper.' This would be a scientifically correct name 
for a species of the genus Haltica, and the explanation may be 
all right. And yet it is possible that spradfis, though belong- 
ing to the group of words discussed by Persson 1. c, may have 
been named from its shape rather than its activity. First of 
all we may compare Lith. spragis, spragas ' Eaupe, caterpillar,' 
and both with OE. sprmc ' shoot, twig,' spracen ' alder, alnus,' 
Norw. spraJce ' juniper,' Lith. sprage ' bilberry, Vaccinium myr- 
tillus,' Lett, spradfenes ' a species of strawberry, Fragaria col- 
lina,' spurgulis 'fin, fiber,' spurdfes 'the flower of the hop,' 
Lith. spurgana id., spur gas 'bud,' Gr. acnrapayo<s, av<f>apayo<s 
'shoot, sprig of various plants, esp. asparagus,' Skt. sphurjah 
' a certain plant,' Av. spango ' barb of an arrow.' 

101. Gr. <TKu>Kr]£ ' a worm, esp. the earth-worm ; also a worm 
in the stomach': owwAo? 'a pointed stake; a thorn, prickle.' 
Cf. No. 124. 

102. Skt. galunah ' a kind of insect,' qaMrakah ' an intes- 
tinal worm ' : galah ' staff, sharp point, prickle,' galalam ' quill 
of the porcupine,' galydh ' spearpoint, thorn, sting ' : galyalcdh 
'porcupine,' gallahah id. (cf. Uhlenbeck Ai. Wb. 305 f.). 

103. Skt. vrntam ' Stiel : Eaupe,' primarily ' whorl ' : Skt. 
vartate, Lat. verto, etc. 

Francis A. Wood. 

University op Chicago. 



